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fasted forty days for the purpose of subduing the
jinns to my will; and having abandoned living crea-
tures, I began to practise [my spells] on the world of
spirits.

"When the forty days were completed, such a
terrible storm arose at midnight, that the very
strongest buildings fell down, and trees were up-
rooted and scattered in all directions; an army of
fairies appeared. A throne descended from the air,
on which a person of dignified appearance was seated,
richly dressed, with a crown of pearls on his head.
On seeing him, I saluted him with great respect; he
returned my Salutation, and said,< 0 friend, why hast
thou raised this commotion for nothing ? what dost
thou want with me ?' I replied, ' This wretch has
been long in love with your daughter, and for her I,
have every where wandered about wretched, dis-
tracted, and am dead, though alive; I am now sick
of existence, and have staked my life on this deed
which I have done. All my hopes now rest on your
benevolence, that you will exalt this unfortunate wan-
derer with your favour, and that you will bestow on
me life and happiness, by allowing me to behold [your
fair daughter] ; it will be an act of great merit/1

" On hearing my wishes he said, c Man is made of
earth, and we are formed of fire; connection between
two such [classes] is very difficult/ I swore an oath,
saying, c I only desire to see her, and have no other
purpose.' Again the king [of the fairies] replied,
' Man does not adhere to his promises; in time of

1 The word sawab strictly meanSj "the reward received in the next world
for virtuous actions performed in the present state of existence."
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